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Freedom Under the Private Law examines the relationship

between the private law, the rule of law and the protection

of liberty. It traces important historical shi�s in how these

relationships have been conceived, from Plato’s conception

of the Philosopher Kings, through the classical nineteenth

century view of Dicey, the rise of the welfare state and the

modern political economy of the present day. It o�ers a

nuanced analysis of the intersection between private law

and personal freedom.

‘Allan Beever’s fascinating book is an extended meditation

on the rule of law. �rough a series of vignettes Beever

questions what he calls the “standard narrative” about the

relationship between law and politics and challenges many

common assumptions about what it means to do justice. While not everybody will embrace the

conclusions that Beever draws, all readers will be engaged by his arguments. It is a bold and

bracing read.’

– Andrew Botterell, University of Western Ontario, Canada
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